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action. The Governors of Virginia and Tennessee were willing to call
special sessions of their legislatures in January, the month in which
the Missouri legislature was scheduled to meet. Nothing now could be
done in those states but wait. Governor Hicks of Maryland, the only
opposition Governor in the South, refused to call the Democratic legis-
lature and persisted in his refusal despite various forms of pressure
exerted on him during the winter. Delaware, off in a corner, could only
wait upon her neighbor. Governor Magoffin of Kentucky undertook to
stay the tide of secession. He had not failed to note that the opposition
had just carried the state and elections were to be held again next sum-
mer. He addressed his fellow Governors, offering them a program of
safeguards, which he believed should be submitted to the free states for
acceptance or rejection before any action was taken. He suggested a
convention of southern states to adopt and present such an ultimatum.
When at length he agreed to call a special session of the legislature it
was scheduled so late as January 17. No shrewd observer could detect
in any of these states eagerness for immediate action.11
This narrow bounding of the secession enthusiasm within six or
seven states was disappointing in the extreme. The Governor of Ala-
bama and the legislature of Mississippi undertook to organize propa-
ganda to widen the sphere. These two states sent envoys to the other
slave communities to secure information and to urge upon their fellows,
particularly those on the border, the need of united action.12 In the
meantime campaigns had to be organized in each of the convening
states. Soon the hustings were thronged once more. In these contests
South Carolina had three weeks' start, and she set the pace. There was
little doubt as to how she or Mississippi might decide, but the case was
not so clear in Alabama and decidedly cloudy in Georgia.
II
While the southern state machines seemed determined upon secession,
the leaders of the administration and the northern Democracy were
seeking to stem the tide. Despite Lincoln's northern sweep of the
Electoral College November 6, the Democratic party had still great
numerical strength in that section, and such an army of. voters could